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“It's amazing what you can accomplish when people are willing to work together. Local interest is one of the most
powerful forces for change.”

This is Joan Morgan’s philosophy, and she has held it since first coming to North Port in 1972. Previously from
Albany, New York, Morgan moved here thanks in part to the efforts of the General Development Corporation. “My
parents went to one of those General Development dinners in 1969, and bought property...swampland,” she
jokes. My husband Ed and | decided to make the move, too — if we were going to make the move, we wanted to
do it while young.”

Thus, the Morgans moved to North Port Charlotte to begin their new lives in the still-sleepy Southwest Florida
region. Ed Morgan got a job as a teacher at Charlotte High School down in Punta Gorda, while Joan Morgan
stayed at home to care for their two young children. “When we moved to the area, we were told by General
Development that there would be a new school opening up in North Port within a few years,” Morgan recalls. But
the school never came. So in 1973, Morgan took over the “Story Time” program at Trinity United Methodist
Church, and expanded it to become North Port’s first daycare center. And a year later, Morgan helped establish a
kindergarten at St. Paul's Presbyterian Church. This school remained the only school in North Port until North
Port Elementary was built in 1984.

Education has always been important to the Morgans. Ed Morgan taught higher-level math at Charlotte High
School from 1972 to 1980, and at Lemon Bay High School from 1980 to 2000. Joan Morgan taught history and
law at Lemon Bay from 1980 to 2000, during which period she was also the school’s senior class sponsor.

Morgan hasn’t only focused her efforts on the young, however. Regardless of age, she has endeavored to
provide ample amenities for all interests. Morgan was elected City Commissioner in November, 1977, serving in
the position until November 1979. While commissioner, she set up a Senior Advisory Board in 1977, in order to
better serve and look into the needs of the city’s elderly. During this time she also set helped set up the Senior
Center on Pan American Boulevard, and started “Gymnastics Slim-mastics,” a series of pool exercises at North
Port Pool for senior women.

Continued on Page 9
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Be sure to check out
www.zoomersrun.com!

Wanda Kenney
Ernie Dumas
Craig Breder
Kim Cusick

Mark & Donna Stueve
Ben, Dana & Sarah Neal
Zack & Lynn Olzacki

Denise Costa

Jon Deiches

Bruce & Jan Agardy
Tom & Carol Fabian
Chrissie Scelsi
Amy Goff
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JAIMELA J. DULANEY, M.D., P.A. * MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS
Fallow of American Colfege of Physicians - For all your Medicare nseds
, Fallow of American College of Cardiology - & Nancy Collette
’ 2495 Caring Way, Suite C - *
Port Charlotte, FL 33952-5380 Collette Insurance Corporation
(941) 235-9229 « Fax (941) 235-9232 Independent Medicare Insurance Braker
( c_rm,frmfn:ﬁ.ww L‘grtffﬂc"n.-ffrr R—
with an Emphasis on Caring 1 Bo6-908-5756
fax 941-155-1439
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W Rachel Arotsky * Owner
3512 Del Prado Blvd. Ste, 107 Tel: 239.540,9529
Cape Coral, FL 33904
www therunshoppe.com
“The resource center for runners”
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MAY 16, 2009 — ENGLEWOOD YMCA COUNTY LINE 5K

JUNE 6, 2009 — DENISE AMBER LEE — “ANGELS IN BLUE 5 K”

This photo owned and provided by Tami Garcia, freelance photographer
Reproduction without permission expressly prohibited



JUNE 6, 2009 — DENISE AMBER LEE — “ANGELS IN BLUE 5 K”

These photos owned and provided by Tami Garcia, freelance photographer
Reproduction without permission expressly prohibited






