
 

 

 

THE FINISH LINE 

A  SMA SH I N G SU CCESS!  
 

Inaugural 2011 Youth Fun Run Series 
 

by Joan Morgan   
The Zoomers Youth Fun Run Series was held at Dallas 
White Park in North Port on June 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th.  
Zoomers members and the North Port YMCA worked 
together to bring this inaugural series to fruition.  Thanks to 
the help of many volunteers, Zoomers was able to provide a 
healthy, fun activity at very little cost to parents.  The series 
was blessed with good weather and aside from a few nasty 
bumble-bees, the series ran without any problems. 

Approximately 100 youth from North Port, Englewood, 
Port Charlotte and vacationers from other areas laced up 
their running shoes and joined in on the fun.  Seventy-eight 
children participated in at least 3 of the one-mile runs 
with 17 also participating in the popular Firecracker 5k.  
Youths that ran 3 or more races received 6Ó light-up 
trophies.  Those who also participated in the Firecracker 
5k received an additional trophy. 

The success of the running series is largely due to our many 
wonderful Zoomers volunteers and a variety of helpful 
community organizations.  Jim Chappo and Ed Morgan 
mapped out the 1-mile course around Dallas White Park and 
also set up the course each week.  Tee Callan and Melissa 
Ellison obtained water, banana and popsicle donations from 
Publix.  The North Port Swim Club let us borrow their time 
clock. The North Port YMCA provided the finisher ribbons 
that were awarded after each run and also provided the 
participants with a pool party at the end of the final run.  We 
were able to award the amazing trophies thanks to an 
anonymous donation by a Zoomers member.  A special 
thank you goes out to M.C. and Chris Heffner and to the 
many other Zoomers members who helped out when they 
were available. 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Teri Hart, Membership & Marketing Director 

 
JUNE 2011 

Single:                      95 

Family:                    49 families/117 members 

Student:                   13 

Total:                       225 Zoomers

JULY 2011 

Single:                      99 

Family:                    51 families/131 members

Student:                   13 

Total:                       243 Zoomers 

 
WELCOME NEW & RENEWING MEMBERS! 

Richard Mancilla, John Tanser, Kim Cusick & Kristi Gerathy, 

Brian & Melissa Ellison & Tee Callan, Tom & Carol Fabian, 

Maureen Winsor, Steven Ruthman, The Heffner Family, The 

Charneau Family, Dave & Shannon Gannon, Daniel T. Cole, 

Trudy Botbyl, Craig Breeder, Susan Flores & Family, Jack Stone & 

Mary Harder, Jim Bartek & Pamela Bugenski, The Costa Family, 

Mary & Bill Bonetz, Stephen & Christine De Silva, Wanda 

Kenney, Vanessa Pollard, Tuula Pakula. 

DO YOU KNOW WHEN ITÕS TIME TO RENEW? 

Check your newsletter mailing label for your renewal date! 

JOIN US FOR OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS! 

When:  First Wednesday of every month.  Time:  7PM 

Location:  Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce, Pt. Charlotte 

 

Z OOM ER S SOU T H W EST  RU N N I N G &  
T R I A T H L ON  CL U B  
P.O.  BOX  38 0 2 7 6  

M U R D OCK , FL  33 9 3 8  
 

 

PRESIDENT & RACE SERIES CHAIR 
KIMMI van der VEEN 

zoomerspresident@gmail.com 
 

VICE PRESIDENT & VOLUNTEER CHAIR 
ED MORGAN 

emjm67@yahoo.com 
 

TREASURER 
CAROL GEYER 

cgeyer1@comcast.net 

SECRETARY 
JOAN MORGAN 

emjm67@yahoo.com 
 

RACE DIRECTOR 
BOB GEYER 

cgeyer1@comcast.net 
 

MEMBERSHIP & MARKETING DIRECTOR 
TERI HART 

terihart2@comcast.net 
 

WEBPAGE DIRECTOR 
LOUIS van der VEEN 

lvdv81@gmail.com 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
SHERRY LaBREE 

sslabree3@comcast.net 
 

There are only 5 races left in the 2011 Fleet Feet Race Series, so 
plan your schedule accordingly to ensure that you have 

completed six qualifying races by the end of the year. Be sure to 
check out the Race Series page at ZoomersRun.com for 

additional information and point standings.  Point standings are 
up to date through the Firecracker 5k . 

 
REMAINING RACE SERIES QUALIFYING RACES 

   

   Gasparilla 4 Miler       Free to Breathe 5k          Frosty 5k 
      September 24th             November 12th               December 17th

 

      
 
   Run 4 Reason 5k    MDA 5k  
          Aug 6th                            Sept 3rd  



 

 

3 

 

Ro l l i n Õ on  t h e Ri v er  
 

By Melissa Ellison 
 
Just when you thought it was safe to go back into the water; "Zoomers" invades 
The Peace River. On an early Sunday morning in late June, mixed with a sense of 
excitement and shear joy of the prospect of our 8 mile canoe trip, was the 
occasional " Are we going to see an alligator"?, " Do you think we will tip 
over"? You could hear the trepidation in the voices of some and eagerness in 
others. As we gathered our belongings, making sure we had everything we needed, 
making that last trip to the restroom, we made new friends and greeted our old 

friends. We then loaded up on the bus to travel up river, where our adventure would begin. Upon being issued our 
paddle and life jacket, we grabbed our partners, boarded our canoes and set out to traverse the beautiful Peace 
River.  
 
We had some experienced canoe-rs and some NOT SO experienced canoe-rs....Oh, what fun we had! As Yuli and 
her partner "learned" how to alternately visit each  side of the river bank, the rest of us tried desperately to stay out 
of the trees, NOT run into the logs and learn how to balance our weight.  We hoped that with each turn of our 
paddle we wouldn't tip our c anoe. The "plan" to stop about half way was cast aside as we couldn't decide where 
the picnic area was, so as our arms were tiring and our stomachs were growling we finally found  a suitable bank 
and stopped for lunch. As everyone unloaded their coolers and busted out their goodies to share (yummy, yummy 
goodies), others waded in the shallow waters searching for sharks teeth.  They found quite a quite few.  
 
Once refueled and ready to go, we had only a short distance to the end of our trip. Rounding that last  corner with a 
thunder storm approaching behind us, our Zoomers friends cheered us on and coached us in. This was truly a great 
trip.  A good time was had by all and new friendshi ps were made. If you didn't make it to this trip, y ou don't want 
to miss the next one! 

Photos courtesy of Melissa Ellison 
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JUNE 1, 2011  

OPENING BALANCE:     $ 6,361.38 
RECEIPTS: 
 MEMBERSHIP    $    400.00 
 RACE TIMING & SCORING   $ 1,000.00  
 NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING                                            $      65.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS:                         $ 1,465.00 
 
EXPENSES: 
 NEWSLETTER PRINTING   $    120.48 
 NEWSLETTER POSTAGE   $      44.00 
 MEMBERSHIP SUPPLIES   $      10.69 
 TRAILER STORAGE    $    160.50 

RACE SUPPLIES $    132.17
 CONSTANT CONTACT   $    126.00 
 AWARDS BANQ. INVITATIONS   $      66.86 
TOTAL EXPENSES:     $    660.70 
 
CLOSING BALANCE:     $ 7,165.68 

TREASURERÕS REPORT 
Carol Geyer, Treasurer 

 
JU NE  1

ZOOMERS ON THE ROAD 
 
Our members often travel far and wide for races or 
vacationsÉ and no matter where we go, we always 
bring our running shoes.  The Finish Line would like to 
publish photos of our members running ÒOn the 
Road.Ó 

Ideally the photo would have a background indicative 
of location (see example in the May/June 2011 
newsletter).  Race start/finish lines, city skylines, 
geological features and even a field of sunflowers 
would work.  There is only one condition:  YouÕve got 
to have your running shoes on.  
 
When submitting your photo, please provide a brief 
caption (location, date, who is in the photo) or short 
story to complement it.  Photos may be submitted to 
sslabree3@comast.net 
 

Where have you and your running shoes been lately? 

The second annual TOUR de NORTH PORT, an 
organized bicycle ride sponsored by People for 

Trees, Inc., will take place on Sunday, October 23rd.

Riders can choose either a 15, 35 or 65-mile route 
which will take them through the streets and back 

roads of North Port. 
 

The registration fee of $35 includes a continental 
breakfast, rest stops with snacks and drinks, SAG 

mobile support and lunch at the rideÕs end. 
 

The first 50 riders to register will receive a free ride t-
shirt and water bottle. 

 
The Tour de North Port is a fundraising effort to 
help create a truly unique, kid-friendly Eco-center 

complete with tree houses and a canopy walk. 
 

Online registration and information can be found at 
www.peoplefortrees.com 

 
ÒSave a tree today, and weÕll all breathe a 

little easier!Ó 

JULY 6, 2011  

OPENING BALANCE:     $ 7,165.68 
RECEIPTS: 
 MEMBERSHIP    $    180.00 
 RACE TIMING & SCORING   $    250.00  
 MERCHANDISE                                                                      $      10.00 
                    CHILDRENÕS RACE SERIES                                                 $        5.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS:                         $    445.00 
 
EXPENSES: 
 NEWSLETTER PRINTING   $    174.63 
 NEWSLETTER POSTAGE   $      44.00 
 RACE SUPPLIES                                                                      $      44.00 
 CANOE TRIP FLYERS   $        6.42 
 CANOE TRIP POSTAGE   $      88.00 
 CHECK ORDER    $      93.81 
 TRAILER REGISTRATION                      $      39.85 
TOTAL EXPENSES:     $    490.71 
   
CLOSING BALANCE:     $ 7,119.97 

Z OOME R S P I C NI C  
 

OCTOBER 9, 2011 

A fun-filled Zoomers picnic is 
being planned for October 9th and 
we hope that each and every one 

of you will join us! 
 

Just as with the canoe trip, you 
will receive an event flyer in your 
mailbox in the upcoming weeks.  

The flyer will contain 
information concerning location 

and time. 
 

The date, however, has been 
setÉ so be sure to pen the picnic 

into your calendar. 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
 

M. Scott LaBree 
 

Beginning on August 20th, Zoomers member Scott LaBree 
will ride his bike from Naples, FL to New York City (a 

1600 mile journey) as a member of the Brotherhood 
RideÑa group of Police/Fire/EMS personnel who are 
volunteering their time to honor the fallen heroes who 

made the ultimate sacrifice on September 11th. 

Be

T F L :   Scott, thank you for taking the time to talk with The Finish Line about The Brotherhood Ride.  Please tell us a bit 
about yourself and your family. 
MSL:   I was born and raised in Elmer, New Jersey, a small, rural farming town in the southern part of the state.  I 
became a volunteer firefighter one month after I turned 19-years-old.  Over the next few years, I worked my way through 
college, the US Air Force Reserves and finally Paramedic school.  In 2001, my wife and I moved to Punta Gorda, FL and 
I was hired by Estero Fire Rescue.  I am now a Lieutenant for the department and also a member of the Southwest 
Florida Urban Search and Rescue team.   

T F L :   How did you become involved in endurance sports? 
MSL:   In early 2008 I was training for the Firefighter Combat ChallengeÑa five-event, high intensity physical challenge.  
During training, I fell four stories when a gate that I was standing behind gave way.  I spent a few days in the ICU with 
broken ribs, a punctured lung and a liver contusion.  My wife, Sherry, had started training for triathlon a few months 
before my accident and I decided that once I healed, I would keep my feet on the ground and join her.  IÕve done a 
variety of endurance events since then and I am definitely hooked! 

T F L :   Members in attendance at our June meeting learned that you are currently involved in training for The 
Brotherhood RideÑa 1600-mile charity ride from Naples to NYC.  Please tell us more about the organization and its 
cause. 
MSL:   In 2007, a small group of firefighters came up with the idea of the Brotherhood Ride after 9 Charleston, SC 
firefighters died in the line of duty.  The group wanted to honor these nine heroes as well as help to provide financial and 
emotional support to family members.  A 600-mile bicycle journey from Naples to Charleston was organized and 
fundraising proceeds were donated to the families.  The group then decided that this should be a yearly event.  In 2009 
riders honored Ft. Myers Police Officer, Andrew Widman and in 2010 they made the journey to Houston, TX to honor 
two fallen firefighters.  This year, the Brotherhood Ride will travel 1600 miles to Ground Zero to honor the 411 members 
of police, fire and EMS who made the ultimate sacrifice on September 11th.  The team is made up of firefighters, police 
officers and EMS personnelÑ all of whom are volunteering their time.  Fundraising proceeds will be distributed between 
the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation and Concerns of Police Survivors. 

T F L :   How did you become involved with the Brotherhood Ride? 
MSL:   I first learned of the organization shortly after my accident.  I knew immediately that it was a cause that I wanted 
to be a part of, however, I also knew that I had to allow myself time to heal and to build a proper endurance base.  Last 
summer, I knew that I was mentally and physically ready to apply for a spot on the team.  This has been a life changing 
experience for me and I am proud to have been selected to be a part of such a wonderful group of individuals. 

T F L :  What sort of timeframe is the group working with to complete the 2011 ride to Ground Zero? 
MSL: Beginning on August 20th, weÕll be riding every day for three weeks.   We will complete anywhere from 50 to 95 
miles each day, with an average daily distance totaling approximately 74 miles. We are slated to arrive at Ground Zero 
on September 10th. 

T F L :   What kind of training have you been doing in order to prepare for the 3-week journey? 
MSL:    I developed a decent cycling base over the past few years while training for long-course triathlon; however, three 
straight weeks of riding definitely calls for a different approach.  For the past 4 months, IÕve been riding my bike 5 to 6 
days a week, anywhere from 30 to 80 miles at a time.  ItÕs definitely been a challenge, but then again, I am honoring 
people who gave their own lives to save the lives and property of othersÉ so it shouldnÕt be easy. 
 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE BROTHERHOOD RIDE, PLEASE VI SIT: 

The Brotherhood Ride Webpage  at  www.brotherhoodride.com 
 
 M. Scott LaBreeÕs fundraising page      www.active.com/donate/brotherhoodride2011/ScottLaBree 
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RACE RESULTS & REPORTS 
 

IÕve been asking Zoomers members to share their race results 
with The Finish Line, but it appears that we have many 
humble Zoomers out there.  Please share with us, folks.  
Remember, every race is an accomplishment and you 

deserve a round of applause.  If you would like your race 
results to be included in the next edition of The Finish Line, 
please e-mail Sherry, at sslabree3@comast.net, with your 

name, the name of the race, your finish time and your 
finishing position (if desired). 

 
 

MAY 
 

Rae Ann Darling Reed        Miles for Moffitt 5 Miler             36:37 
                                                    1st Age Group       
Rae Ann Darling Reed     Police Appreciation 10k                 44:49 
                                                    2nd Age Group 
Rae Ann Darling Reed           SammyÕs Run  5k                      20:42 
                                                    2nd Age Group 
 

JUNE 
 
Rae Ann Darling Reed      Spring Into Summer 5k                  21:15 
                                                   1st Age Group 
Rae Ann Darling Reed               CamiÕs  5k                              20:12 
                            Overall Female Winner   
 

JULY 
 

Sherry LaBree                  Englewood Triathlon                     1:15:44 
                                                1st Age Group 

 
                               
  

Results for local races timed by Zoomers can 
be found at zoomersrun.com. 

Everything looks better in color and 
The Finish Line is no exception.  

Visit zoomersrun.com to view this 
newsletter in vibrant ROYGBIV! 

BE SURE TO VISIT OUR BRAND NEW 
RUNNERÕS FORUM!  

Our web guru, Lou, recently worked a little magic 
and set up a memberÕs discussion forum.  This is an 

ideal way to communicate with other members 
regarding group runs, races, social events and 

general membership concerns.  Thanks for getting 
this awesome feature up and running for us, Lou!  

Check out the new forum at 
runnersforum.zoomersrun.com 

HAVE YOU EARNED YOUR FREE ONE-YEAR 
MEMBERSHIP YET? 

Zoomers is offering a free one-year membership to those 
volunteers who go above and beyond.  The good news is 
that earning a free membership is easier than you might 
think and either of the following options will get you there:

   *Volunteer at 4 Zoomers races in a calendar year and 
received a free year-long membership upon renewal. 

   *Volunteer at 6 Zoomers races in a calendar year and 
receive a free year-long family membership upon renewal 
(up to 4 members). 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE MEMBERS 
WHO HAVE ALREADY EARNED THEIR FREE  

1-YEAR RENEWAL! 

Art & Marlie Anauo ~ Lou & Kimmi van der Veen ~ 
Dave Pierce ~ Teri Hart ~ M.C. Heffner ~  

Melissa Ellison ~ Tee Callan  

We ar in need of volunteers for the following positions: 

Race Day- Registration, road monitor, finish line, data entry 
(no worriesÉ weÕll train ya!) 

EventÕs Coordinator- Plan & organize events such as group 
runs, speed work sessions, picnics, parties, etcÉ  

Newsletter- contribute articles for The Finish Line 

Please contact Ed Morgan to sign up! 

emjm67@yahoo.com 

VOLUNTEER NEWS 
 

WHATÕS YOUR FAVORITE? 
(RACE, THAT IS) 

 
We all have a favorite race or running route that 
we would gladly do over and over again.  At our 

last membership meeting, those in attendance 
shared their favorites.  Races mentioned included 

Naples Half Marathon, Philadelphia Half 
Marathon, Fargo Half Marathon, BillÕs Beer Run 

and Xterra Wildhorse.  
E-mail Sherry at The Finish Line and tell us what 
your favorite race is!  We know that registration 
often fills quickly at these gems and we want in 

on the action! 



 

 

7 

SECRETARYÕS REPORT 
Joan Morgan, Secretary 

ZOOMERS MEMBERSHIP MEETING JUNE 1, 2011 
 
Present:  Melissa Ellison, Tee Callan, Sherry LaBree, Steve Ellis, Bob and Carol Geyer, Teri Hart, Kimmi and Lou van der Veen , 
Ed and Joan Morgan. 

1. President Kimmi van der Veen started the meeting by asking Sherry La Bree to tell about the ÒBrotherhood RideÓ that 
her husband Scott was going to be part of starting on Aug. 20th and being completed on Sept. 10th.  The bike ride will be 
from Naples  to Ground Zero in New York City.  Donations are being sought and will go to the National Fallen 
Firefighters Foundation and C.O.P.S. (Concerns of Police Survivors).  The riders will ride an average of 70 to 80 miles a 
day and will be put up at Elks lodges along the route.  The riders are using their personal vacation days to be part of the 
ride. You can find out more about this ride by going to www.active.com/donate/brotherhoodride2011/ScottLaBree.  
Also check out brotherhoodride.com . Scott would like to raise $1600 which equals a dollar for each mile he will ride. 

2. SecretaryÕs Report Ð The minutes from last monthÕs meeting are on the web page.   
3. TreasurerÕs Report Ð Carol Geyer reported that the bank has changed some of it procedures and she will get us a report 

when it is figured out.  Carol will give a 2 month report at the next meeting. 
4. Membership & Marketing Ð Teri Hart welcomed our new members Maureen Winsor, Steven Ruthman; Chris, M.C., 

Luke & Emily Heffner; Isabella & Sarah Charneau; and David and Sharon Gannon.  We also welcome our renewals 
Richard Mancilla, John Tanzer, Kim Cusick, Kristi Gerathy, Brian & Melissa Ellison, Tee Callan, Tom & Carol Fabian.  
We now have 95 single members, 49 family memberships and 13 students for a total of 225 Zoomers. 

5. Race Director Ð Bob Geyer reports that our next race is the Firecracker 5K held in North port starting at the Bud and 
Wanda Korte Scout house on Greenwood Ave. located in Dallas White  Park.  The race will be on Monday, July 4th 
starting at 7:30 AM. Steve Lyons who is collecting the registration forms for the city states that the registrations are 
coming in already.   

¥ August 6th is Run for Reason will start at 7:30 AM at the 1st Alliance church on Midway in Port Charlotte.  
Race time is 7:30 AM; Crab Crawl 5K has been changed to August 27th.  The change is due to the Stone Crabs 
schedule.  The race will be at the Charlotte Sports Park starting at 7:30 AM; MDA race  will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 3rd starting at 7:30 AM.  The registration will be inside the Olde World Restaurant in North 
Port.  The race will start and end at the Olde World Restaurant; The Pumpkin Run will  most likely be 
cancelled for this year because of the renovation of Gilchrist Park and the tearing up of the sidewalks. 

¥ Bob and Carol attended the Hands Across the Harbor organizational meeting.  Zoomers will be timing the 
Hands Across the Harbor Run, but will no longer be in charge of all aspects of the race.  Zoomers will not be 
providing all the road volunteers or recording all of the financial transactions. Zoomers will be receiving the 
timing fee but will not be receiving additional money for additional services.   

6. Volunteer Committee Ð Ed Morgan thanked those that have volunteered for past races.  He stated that he sent out an all 
call for the future races and was pleased by some of the responses.  Ed said that really appreciates having such dedicated 
volunteers.  He thanked Melissa Ellison and Tee Callan as truly becoming part of the volunteer team for Zoomers.   
Additional volunteers as always are needed and will be appreciated. 

¥ Firecracker 5K on July 4th in North Port- volunteers ÐJane Harry, Dave Pierce, M.C. Heffner, Sherry LaBree, 
Bob & Carol Geyer, Kimmi & Lou van der Veen, Ed & Joan Morgan, Brooke & Summer Fisher; Run 4 A  
Reason Ð at 1st Alliance Church in Port Charlotte on Aug. 6th Ð volunteers ÐM.C. & Chris Heffner, Steve Vieira, 

Bob & Carol, Ed & Joan; Crab Crawl  at the Charlotte Sports Park on Aug. 27th Ð volunteers Sherry LaBree, 
Steve Vieira, Tee Callan, Melissa Ellison, Kimmi & Lou, Bob & Carol, Ed & Joan. MDA Ð at Olde World 
Restaurant in North Port on Sat., Sept. 3rd Ð volunteers Ð Bob & Carol, Ed & Joan.   More volunteers are 
needed. 

7. Webpage Director Ð Lou van der Veen said the webpage is up to date.  The problems some had opening the Firecracker 
5K is due to the program the registration form is under.   Check out the newsletter on the webpage.  Sherry La Bree did a 
fantastic job. The minutes are also on the webpage if you click they will open.  Lou also reported that he is still looking 
into on line Zoomer registration and payments.    He reported that the Racing Series is up to date. 

8. Race Series Ð Check the webpage for the up to date Racing Series results.  Kimmi and Lou have the race series races all 
scored.  They Race Series races so far this year were Run for the Lions, Boca Grande 5K, St. PattyÕs 8K, SharkÕs Tooth 
10K, and County Line 5K.  The next Race is run will be the Firecracker 5K held on the 4th of July.  If you have any 
questions about the Race Series contact Kimmi.  All in-stock Zoomer merchandise will be put on the webpage Ðfirst come 
basis.  Get the great bargains while they last.  Call Kimmi if you wish to purchase any merchandise. 



 

 

ZOOMERS MEMBERSHIP MEETING JUNE 1, 2011, Cont. 
 

9. Special Events Committee  Reports: 
¥ Zoomer Summer Run Series will begin on June 2nd.  The runs will be held on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM 

at Dallas White Park in North Port.  The runs will be held on June 2nd.9th,16th,23rd and 30th.  Cost will be $5 
per child for the entire series. Special thanks to Jim Chappo and the YMCA for their help.  Melissa Ellison and 
Tee Callan also secured donation for Popsicles, bananas and water from Publix.  A special thanks to Melissa, 
Tee and the always willing to help Publix.;  Canoe Trip Ð Carol Geyer presented information about a canoe 
trip.  The Zoomers in attendance liked the idea and set Sunday, June, June 26th for the canoe trip.  Melissa 
Ellison and Tee Callan are going to put together a flyer and send it out to Zoomer members with all the details.  
We are planning on taking the 10:00 AM canoe trip so set aside June 26th and wait for the details; NEW 
RACE- ÒRemember the Fallen 5K Ò- Saturday, September 17th in North Port.  The North Port Police and fire 
Dept. are working to put on a remembrance of 9/11 and using the proceeds to help those affected.  Details will 
be put on the webpage as they become available.;  Many have asked to purchase Zoomers shirts.  We have a 
committee to look into providing the merchandise over the webpage. 

10. Old Business Ð Zoomer members present were asked to write down a work that describes Zoomers and write down the 
importance of Zoomers.  A committee over dinner will take these ideas and form our mission statement.  The time and 
place of the meeting will be advertised was it is decided. 

11. Next Zoomers meeting  will be Wednesday, July 6th at 7:00 PM at the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce Conference 
Room at 2701 Tamiami Trail in Port Charlotte.  All Zoomers and potential Zoomer members are welcome. 

ZOOMERS MEMBERSHIP MEETING JULY 6, 2011 
 

Present: Kimmi & Lou van der Veen, Bob & Carol Geyer, Chris Heffner, Sherry and Scott LaBree, Teri Hart, Melissa Ellison, Tee 
Callen, Ed & Joan Morgan.  Making a first appearance at the Zoomers meeting all the way from Venice were Dave Pierce with 
our newest member Don Fialka.   

1.  President- Kimmi van der Veen called the meeting to order.   Kimmi opened the meeting with an ice breaker.  
 Everyone present had to tell the group about their favorite race.  Some of the races mentioned were 5KÕs up to  
                50 mile runs.  Sherry LaBree is anxious to hear about your favorite race for the Newsletter.  You can email her  
                at sslabree3@comcast.net 
2.  New members - Don Fialka became a new member.  Don is an outstanding long distance runner and has taken 

part in  numerous Zoomers runs.  Don is known for his love for long and unique races. He was a member of 
the Hudson- Mohawk Road Runners Club in Albany, N.Y.   Don would like for Zoomers to put on a variety of 
races such as 8 miles, 15 miles or longer.   Don never turns down a challenge.  He is much more interested in 
running challenges and long races rather than winning a medal. We hope to have Ed & Roxanne Gillen as 
future new members from the same Hudson- Mohawk Running Club as Don Fialka.  Ed and Roxanne will be 
moving to our area next July fromthe Albany /Guilderland N.Y. area.  Ed and Roxane went on the canoe trip 
with us and also helped out at our last Summer Running Series events.  They have served as Race Directors and 
we eagerly await them being part of Zoomers. 

3.  SecretaryÕs Report Ð members received the June report on the webpage.   
4.  TreasurerÕs Report Ð Carol Geyer stated that the report is about a month behind as the bank statements arenÕt  

given to her on time.  We stated out the month with $6361.38 took in $1465 from timing races, membership 
fees and a sponsor payment.  Our expenses were $660.70 due to printing, trailer storage, payments to Go 
Daddy and Constant Contract.  Our total is currently $7165.68. 

5.  Membership and Marketing Ð Teri Hart reported that we have 2 new members. We also had  3 single and 7 
family renewals.  Currently we have 243 members (99 singles memberships, 51 families and 31 students) 

6.  Race DirectorÕs Report- Bob Geyer reported that the Firecracker 5K was very successful.  The race had 316 
registered runners which 50 more than last yearÕs 260.  It is the first race in North Port to break 300 participants. 
Future Races: 
¥ Run for A Reason- 4th annual event starting at the 1st Alliance Church at 20444 Midway Blvd. in Port 

Charlotte.  Starting time is 7:30 AM.  Cost is pre-registered $15 and day of race registration is $20.  
Registration form is on the Zoomersrun.com webpage. The date for the Run for A Reason 5K is Saturday, 
August 6th.  The race will start and end at 1st Alliance Church which is a change from past years; Crab 
Crawl 5K  which is sponsored by the Charlotte Stone Crabs and Port Charlotte High Track Team will be 
held at the Charlotte Sports Park on Saturday, August 27th. Registration form will be put on the 
Zoomersrun. com webpage as soon as it is received; MDA 5K  will hold on Saturday, September 3, 2011.  
The registration form is on the Zoomersrun.com webpage.  The race will start and end at the Olde World 
Restaurant in North Port located at 14415 Tamiami Trail in North Port.  Early registration is $15 and race 
day registration is $20.00 or bringing in pledges of at least $25.00 for MDA. The race will start at 7:30 AM. 
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¥ Remember the Fallen 5K will be a newly  added race this year.  It is being organized by the Police, Fire and 
Military units in North Port.  The race will begin and end at the Mullen Center in North Port.  The race will be 
held on Saturday, September 17, 2011; Gasparilla 4 Miler  Ð will be held at the Boca Grande Community Center 
on Saturday, September 24, 2011.  Additional race information will be given as the races get closer.  Remember 
to check Zoomersrun.com for registration forms.  The registration forms will be put on the webpage as soon as 
they arrive. 

7.  Volunteer Committee Report Ð Ed Morgan.   Ed started his report by thanking all the volunteers that helped with the 
Firecracker 5K and the Zoomers Summer Running Series.  Races canÕt happen without volunteers. 
¥ Volunteers for Run 4 A Reason Ð M.C. and Chris Heffner, Steve Vieira, Bob and Carol Geyer and Ed and Joan 

Morgan; Volunteers for the Crab Crawl  Ð Sherry La Bree, Steve Vieira, Melissa Ellison, Tee Callen, Kimmi and 

Lou van der Veen, Bob and Carol Geyer, Ed and Joan Morgan; Volunteers for MDA 5K  Ð Don Fialka, Dave 
Pierce, Kimmi and Lou van der Veen, Teri Hart, Bob and Carol Geyer, Ed and Joan Morgan 
Volunteers for Remember the Fallen 5K Ð Tee Callen, Melissa Ellison, Lou van der Veen, Dave Pierce,  Carol 
and Bob Geyer and possibly M.C. and Chris Heffner; An email will be sent out for volunteers from the 
Gasparilla 4 Miler.  We hope some other members will volunteer to help with this race. (HINTÑHINT)  

¥ Other races will need volunteers as they get closer.  Remember, to volunteer call Ed Morgan at 423-5752 or email 
emjm67@yahoo.com. 

8. Special Events Committee Report- 
¥ Zoomers Summer Running Series Ð was a complete success.  We had close to 100 runners and each week the 

rain held off until after the run.  After the last race the YMCA provided a pool party for the kids.  Youth that 
ran 3 or more races received a light up 6Ó trophy and the 19 who also ran the Firecracker 5K received another 
trophy at the 5K race.  Publix Store #1013 on Cochran Blvd. in Port Charlotte provided water Popsicles and 
bananas for the runners.  Jim Chappo and Ed Morgan worked out all the details for the course.  Everyone who 
volunteers did an outstanding job they are Melissa Ellison, Tee Callen,  M.C. and Chris Heffner, Jim Chappo 
and YMCA employee Michelle Harington.  Bill Bonetz, Jackie Baldelli, Bethany Heslem, Eric Botelho and 
future Zoomers Ed and Roxanne Gillen came and helped at one or more races.  Jim Chappo arranged the swim 
party with the YMCA and provided ribbons for the runners.  North Port High School Swim Club provided the 
time clock.  A big thank you to those who helped make it a success; Picnic Ð Melissa Ellison and Tee Callen are 
going to organize a Zoomer Picnic on Sunday, October 9th at Harbor Heights.  More details later. Canoe trip Ð 
the canoe trip on the Peace River was very successful.  We had 10 canoes and lots of fun. 

9. Old Business-  Mission Statement Ð A meet, eat and discussion meeting to come up with a Mission Statement has been 
set up for Saturday, August 6th starting at 5PM at Ed and Joan MorganÕs home at 6124 Fabian Rd. in North Port.  There 
will be a spaghetti dinner served;  Zoomers Fundraising Race- members present like the idea.  It was decided to plan for 
one in 2012;  Apparel Ð Melissa Ellison has been in contact with East Bay.  The plan set up a mini website for us showing 
apparel.  Members who wish to purchase apparel can do so by ordering on line.  Members present liked the idea of 
ordering online instead of trying to see merchandise during a race.  Melissa will continue to get idea and set up a mini 
website. 

10. New Business- Zoomers Running Club had been blessed for the past 9 years to have Bob and Carol Geyer  as our Race 
Directors.  Until the past couple of years  they also headed Membership and the Newsletter as well as being Race Director 
of all Zoomer races.  The Geyers still work with all the race organizers for races in North Port, Port Charlotte, Venice, 
Englewood and even Sarasota.  They attend numerous meeting each month pertaining to each individual race.  Zoomers 
are timing 24 races this year which means the Geyers attend probably 100 meeting a year.  Bob takes care of and repairs all 
of the equipment,   makes sure the batteries are charged, cleans the trailer and he uses his truck to bring the trailer to each 
race.  His truck is getting older and will soon be unable to pull the trailer.  Bob works on all the race courses.  He put 
together a new racing chute, revamped the Zoomer trailer so we can use it to coordinate the timing results.  Bob does all 
the insurance work, and Carol serves as Treasurer.  Bob and Carol also work with each race organizer to set up 
registration sheets.  Needless to say much of the success of the Zoomers Running Club is a direct result of their hard work. 
Bob and Carol will continue to be Zoomers, but the Zoomers running club has consumed a big portion of their lives.  They 
havenÕt been able to run many races for the past 9 years and itÕs time to change that. The members present agreed that no 
one can do all they did.  Teri Hart, whose job is involved with Insurance, volunteered to work on insurance needs.  Teri 
Hart also volunteered to pull the trailer to some of the runs and Kimmi and Lou are thinking about putting a hitch on their 
vehicle to move the trailer.  The club is also going to look at renting a truck for some races to transport the equipment. 
BobÕs duties as a race director will have to be divided among a number of members.  We have a lot of dedicated members 
with talents to help.  Zoomers is a much stronger club now  than it has been in the past and if we plan and work together 
we can divide up the duties and responsibilies that this dynamic duo did for the past 9 years.  Bob and Carol will be at each 
race until the beginning of 2012 so we can make the transition a smooth one for the next step in Zoomers history. 

11. Next meeting will be Wednesday, August 3, 2011 at 7:00 PM at the Port Charlotte Chamber of Commerce Conference 
Room at 2701 Tamiami Trail in Port Charlotte.  All Zoomers or potential Zoomer members are welcome. 
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ZOOMERS MEMBERS RECEIVE 10% OFF PARTS & ACCESSORIES  AT BICYCLE CENTER & ACME BIKES 
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P.O. BOX 380276 

MURDOCK, FL 33938  

HAVE YOU MOVED? PLEASE BE SURE TO UPDATE YOUR CURRE NT ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER 
AND E-MAIL ADDRESS SO THAT ZOOMERS CAN KEEP YOU UPD ATED TOO!  
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