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LOOKING BACK AND MOVING FORWARD 

A farewell tribute to Bob & Carol Geyer 
 

By Joan Morgan 
 
How does one begin to thank Bob and Carol Geyer for all they’ve done for Zoomers?  None of us will be able to calculate the 
number of hours they spent on Zoomers work, how many hundreds of meetings they attended on our behalf over the past 9 
years and how many gallons of gas they used running to and from Zoomers events.  I can’t imagine how much time was 
spent repairing ancient equipment, writing the newsletters for years, calling volunteers, measuring race routes, checking on 
insurance, writing contracts, loading the event truck, and towing the trailer to races.  We’re sure they had a hard time relaxing 
before and after all the work and tension, especially with larger races.  While the rest of us got to go home and relax after a 
race, Bob remained Zoomer busy; returning the trailer to the storage area, putting the spreadsheet on the computer, and 
writing sincere, thoughtful thank you notes to those who did a small share of the work.  We all must remember that before the 
new computer system was in place, Bob spent his after-race time typing in entire race results on the computer. 
 
Bob and Carol didn’t ease into the position of being the central force in Zoomers.  The position was thrown on them by the 
abrupt departure of the last coordinators, who simply handed the Geyers the race equipment without instruction or advice.  
The Geyers will tell you the first race they timed by themselves didn’t even have a working clock.  They weren’t told that you 
had to charge the clock for 48 hours before a race and were surprised when the clock simply shut off 10 minutes into the 
race.  Carol said when they got home she just cried.    
 
The Geyers once timed a Boca Grande race without any other volunteers ---can you imagine how stressful that must have 
been?  One must remember that not that long ago, in addition to coordinating the timing for events, Bob and Carol also did 
the newsletter, were in charge of membership and were in charge of coordinating race-day volunteers. At times they also 
covered for past officers that lost interest in the club and vacated their positions.  Carol is often the unsung hero, whose keen 

eyes are trained to find mistakes on the spreadsheets.  She single handedly 
organizes registrations, goes over mistakes with the race organizers, and works the 
spindle at the finish line. 
 
It will truly take a village to replace the Geyers.  Zoomers has more members than 
ever, does more races than ever and is headed into new, technological territory with 
the purchase of a chip timing system.  The future of the Zoomers organization must 
be a team effort.  We have to ensure that responsibility is not cast totally on Kimmi 
and Lou, who are not only our new race directors, but who have also assumed the 
same “central force” position that the Geyers used to bear.  Now, more than ever, we 
need Zoomers members to step up and volunteer.  We need vehicles to transport the 
trailer and volunteers to help out with various parts of the organizational puzzle which 
include race day registration, timing, course monitoring, newsletter articles, etc… 
 
Bob and Carol’s lifetime membership in the Zoomers organization is hardly thanks 
enough for all of the hard work they have done over the years.  Even though they are 
taking a step back from the “front lines,” Bob & Carol love Zoomers and will be happy 
to give advice at any time to those who take over their many duties.  We will hopefully 
see them at the races, but instead of giving the directions to the runners they will be 
wearing their correctly pinned bibs and waiting with the other race participants for the 
start of the race. This dynamic duo has taken Zoomers to exciting, new heights and 
we need to make sure that we see all of their hard work through.  Let’s make them 
proud!  To the Geyers, we say, “thank you!”  
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HAVE YOU EARNED YOUR FREE ONE-YEAR 
MEMBERSHIP YET? 

Zoomers is offering a free one-year membership to 
those volunteers who go above and beyond.  The 
good news is that earning a free membership is 
easier than you might think and either of the 
following options will get you there: 

   *Volunteer at 4 Zoomers races in a calendar year 
and received a free year-long membership upon 
renewal. 

   *Volunteer at 6 Zoomers races in a calendar year 
and receive a free year-long family membership 
upon renewal (up to 4 members). 
 

THE FINAL VOLUNTEER POINTS FOR 2011 HAVE BEEN 
TALLIED AND THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS HAVE 

EARNED A FREE MEMBERSHIP!  CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THOSE EARNING A FREE INDIVIDUAL OR FAMILY 

MEMBERSHIP AND A HEARTFELT “THANK YOU” TO 
EVERYONE WHO VOLUNTEERED AT A ZOOMERS EVENT 

DURING 2011. WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! 

Bob & Carol Geyer (lifetime) ~ Ed & Joan 
Morgan (family) ~ Lou & Kimmi van der Veen 

(family) ~ Dave Pierce (family)~  

Melissa Ellison (family) ~ Tee Callan (family) ~ 

Art & Marlie Anauo (family) ~ Teri Hart ~ M.C. 

Heffner ~ Sherry LaBree ~ Steve Vieira ~ 

Susan Flores ~ Mary Bonetz ~ Don Fialka ~ 

Jack LaPlante  
 

JAN 1ST BEGINS A NEW CALENDAR YEAR FOR 
VOLUNTEER POINTS.  IF YOU DIDNÕT EARN YOUR FREE 

RENEWAL IN 2011, STEP UP TO THE CHALLENGE IN 2012 
BY VOLUNTEERING AT ONE OF OUR FEBRUARY EVENTS! 

 
Please contact Ed Morgan to sign up!  

emjm67@yahoo.com  

 

 

VOLUNTEER NEWS  
 

Everything looks better in color and 
The Finish Line is no exception.  

Visit zoomersrun.com to view this 
newsletter in vibrant ROYGBIV! 

THE ZOOMERS 
COMMUNITY IS VERY 

ACTIVE ON 
FACEBOOK!  

PLEASE JOIN US!  

ZOOMERS SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
RUNNING & TRIATHLON CLUB  

P.O. BOX 380276  
MURDOCK, FL 33938  

 

PRESIDENT & RACE SERIES CHAIR 
KIMMI van der VEEN  

zoomerspresident@gmail.com  
 

VICE PRESIDENT & VOLUNTEER CHAIR 
ED MORGAN  

emjm67@yahoo.com  
 

TREASURER & NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
SHERRY LaBREE 

sslabree3@comcast.net  
 

SECRETARY 
JOAN MORGAN  

emjm67@yahoo.com  
 

RACE DIRECTORS 
KIMMI & LOUIS van der VEEN 

zoomerspresident@gmail.com  
lvdv81@gmail.com  

 
MEMBERSHIP & MARKETING DIRECTOR 

TERI HART 
terihart2@comcast.net  

 
WEBPAGE DIRECTOR 
LOUIS van der VEEN 
lvdv81@gmail.com  

 
SPECIAL EVENTS & APPAREL CO-CHAIRS 

MELISSA ELLISON & TEE CALLAN 
mickeymouz@embarqmail.com  
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                              JANUARY 2012  
 
JANUARY 28TH- HANDS ACROSS THE HARBOR 8K.  ALSO FEATURING 
                          A 10 OR 20 MILE BIKE RIDE AND 5K FUN WALK/RUN. 
                          BAYSHORE LIVE OAK PARK, CHARLOTTE HARBOR, 8:00 AM 
                                    
                  FEBRUARY 2012  
                       
FEBRUARY 4TH- LAMARQUE RUN FOR THE LIONS 5K, LAMARQUE ELEMENTARY 
                         SCHOOL, NORTH PORT, 8:00 AM  **2012 RACE SERIES RACE** 
 
FEBRUARY 25TH- HARBOR HEIGHTS 5K, HARBOR HEIGHTS CIVIC CENTER, 8:00 AM  
                       **2012 RACE SERIES RACE** 
 
FEBRUARY 26TH- BOCA GRANDE 5K, BOCA GRANDE COMMUNITY CENTER,  7:30 AM   
                        **2012 RACE SERIES RACE** 
            

                     MARCH 2012  
MARCH 3RD- FRIENDÕS DAY 5K, SUNCOAST BAPTIST 
                      CHURCH, PORT CHARLOTTE 
 
MARCH 17TH- ST. PATTYÕS DAY 8K, SHARKEYÕS ON THE 
                       PIER, VENICE, 8:00 AM  
                       **2012 RACE SERIES RACE** 

UPCOMING ZOOMERS EVENTS  

FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE 
EVENT INFORMATION 

INCLUDING INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE 2012 RACE SERIES, 

PLEASE VISIT 
WWW.ZOOMERSRUN.COM 

THE 2012 RACE SERIES IS UNDERWAY!  
 
Our 2011 Fleet Feet Race  Series was more popular than ever and we have 

no doubt that 2012 will be our most competitive series yet!  The race 
series schedule has been finalized and we already have one race in the 

books.  Just like 2011, you will need to complete a minimum of 6 qua lifying 
races in order to compete.  Please visit zoomersrun.com for details.  

 
THE FOLLOWING EVENTS QUALIFY AS RACE SERIES RACES FOR 2012  

 
 RESOLUTION RUN 5K (JAN 7 TH) ~ RUN FOR THE LIONS 5K (FEB 4 TH) ~ 

HARBOUR HEIGHTS 5K (FEB 25 TH) ~ BOCA GRANDE 5K (FEB 26 TH) ~ ST. 
PATTYÕS DAY 8K (MARCH 17TH) ~ SHARKÕS TOOTH 10K (APRIL 14TH) ~ 

COUNTY LINE 5K (MAY 5 TH) ~ FIRECRACKER 5K (JULY 4 TH) ~ REMEMBER 
THE FALLEN 5K (SEPT 8 TH) ~ GASPARILLA ISLAND 4 MILER (SEPT 22 ND) ~ 

ZOOMERS SCHOLARSHIP 5K RUN (TENTATIVE OCT 13 TH) ~ FREE TO 
BREATHE 5K (NOV 10 TH) ~ FROSTY 5K (DEC 15TH) 
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Where have you and your running shoes been lately? 
 
Our members often travel far and wide for races or vacationsÉ and no matter where we go, we always bring our 
running shoes.  The Finish Line would like to publish photos of our members running ÒOn the Road.Ó 
 
Ideally the photo would have a background indicative of location (see DeniseÕs story above).  Race start/finish lines, 
city skylines, geological features and even a field of sunflowers would work.  There is only one condition:  YouÕve got 
to have your running shoes on.  
 

When submitting your photo, please provide a brief summary or caption (location, date, who is in the photo) or short 
story to complement it.  Photos may be submitted to Sherry at sslabree3@comast.net 

ZOOMERS  
ON  

THE ROAD  

On October 29th, Debi Lantzer and I ran a Halloween themed 
race in New Port Richey, Florida called the Frankenfooter Half 
Marathon. This run had a 5K embedded within the 13.1 miles.  
Along a well-paved path in Starkey Park, we encountered 
some bikers, walkers and a few non-racing runners. 
   
Many of us runners chose to race in costume. Personally, I 
enjoyed being ÒSupergirlÓ and being told along the course 
that I should fly to the finish line! High school cross country 
team members, dressed up as scary creatures, handed us 
water, Gatorade, or GU at the rest stops along the course. At 
the half way turn around point, there was a young man dancing 
wearing a poncho and sombrero! 
   
Prizes for winning in the costume category were dancing 
Frankenstein figures. Prizes for age categories were 
Frankenstein glasses. Overall, this was a really smooth, flat, 
race with about 250 people.  The course is secluded from cars 
and crowds and had many encouraging spectators along the 
route to give runners the extra boost we needed during the long 
haul! 

The Frankenfooter Half Marathon  
By Denise Costa  

CONGRATULATIONS  
DENISE & DEBI!  

 
Denise (pictured above) 

won first place in the 
costume category and 

Debi won first place in her 
age group.  Way to go, 

ladies!  
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT  
Teri Hart, Membership & Marketing Director  

 
 

DECEMBER 2011 

SINGLES                       106                  

FAMILY                        58 FAMILIES/153 MEMBERS 

STUDENTS                     14 

TOTAL ZOOMERS         273 

JANUARY 2012 

SINGLES                       81    

FAMILY             46 FAMILIES/116 MEMBERS 

STUDENTS                     11 

TOTAL ZOOMERS         208      

*NOTE:  Our membership director ha s been hard at work 

in making sure that our membership list is up -to -date and 

reflects only members who have paid their annual 

membership dues.  Delinquent parties have been 

removed from the list; hence, the drop in membership 

numbers between December Õ11 and January Õ12.   

 
 

WELCOME NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS! 

MAUREEN BELLARDINO-POISSON; HEIDI SWEDBERG; 

TIM & NANCY McGIVERN AND FAMILY; KENNETH 

VARNER, RON REID; CHUCK JOHNSON; BILL 

KENNEDY; JEFF, BETH & JACKIE MORRILL 

 

JOIN OR RENEW 

ONLINE! 

You now have the 

ability to either join 

Zoomers or renew your 

membership online.  Go to 

Zoomersrun.com and click 

on ÒZoomers InformationÓ.  

TREASURERÕS REPORT 
Carol Geyer, Treasurer 

 

 
NOVEMBER 1, 2011 

 
OPENING BALANCE:                                    7830.38  
RECEIPTS: 
       MEMBERSHIP                                              95.00 
       PICNIC ATTENDEES                                  223.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS:                                             318.00 
 
EXPENSES: 
       PICNIC FOOD                                          360.00 
       PICNIC SUPPLIES                                        46.19 
TOTAL EXPENSES:                                            406.19 
CLOSING BALANCE:                                    7742.19
  
 

DECEMBER 1, 2011 
 
OPENING BALANCE:                                    7742.19 
RECEIPTS: 
       MEMBERSHIP                                35.00 
       RACE TIMING/SCORING                         250.00 
       MERCHANDISE                                          10.00 
       REMEMBER THE FALLEN SPONSOR         495.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS:                                             790.00 
EXPENSES: 
       NEWSLETTER PRINTING                            136.00 
       NEWSLETTER POSTAGE                              44.00 
       RRCA INSURANCE                                   828.20 
       RACE SUPPLIES                                        274.73 
       GO DADDY                                               51.96  
       PICNIC FLYERS                                           43.53 
       PICNIC POSTAGE                                      88.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES:                                          1466.42 
CLOSING BALANCE:                                    7065.77 

A SPECIAL THANK TO OUR  
OUT-GOING TREASURER , CAROL GEYER! 

 
The ever -amazing Carol Geyer has taken very 

good care of the Zoomers piggy -bank for over a 
year (one of the many hats she has worn for 
many, many  years for Zoomers), but she has 
officially declared herself to be RETIRED! !  

Sherry LaBree will be taking over as Zoomers 
Treasurer beginning January 2012 and hopes 

that she can do half as good a job as Carol.  
Carol, we thank you for your tireless dedication 

to the Zoomers organization.  
 

  Enjoy RETIREMENT, Carol!  
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ZOOMERS ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY  
By Sherry LaBree 

On December 17th Zoomers held their end of the year holiday 

celebration at the Harbor Heights Civic Association building. 

Approximately 30 Zoomers members were in attendance for the 

potluck style gathering, nearly doubling the amount of members 

weÕve had in attendance in the past. 

 

After feasting on a variety of salads, hot ham and turkey, sausage 

and peppers, macaroni and cheese, stuffing and other assorted hot 

and cold items, members broke into the dessert items!  Cookies, 

cheesecake, pies, and tarts were just some of the featured sugary 

delights! 

 

As much as runners love good food (and with many of us having 

race the Frosty 5k that same morning, we were certainly hungry), 

the party didnÕt stop there! A terrific DJ entertained us with music 

throughout the evening and many Zoomers members certainly took 

advantage of the opportunity to dance the night away. 

All of the eating and dancing was momentarily interrupted by a fun 

party game (congrats to the winning ÒALL LADIESÓ team) and of 

course, our famous white elephant gift exchange.  The super-fun 

gift exchange is the highlight of every Zoomers holiday party and 

this year was no exception.  The Ògift showstopperÓ was a fabulous 

frog lawn ornament (see picture to the right; itÕs sitting in MaryÕs 

lap).  Just about everybody in the room wanted to take it home. 

 

A special THANK YOU to event coordinators Melissa Ellison and 

Tee Callan. These ladies work very hard to make all of our special 

events absolutely memorable and we appreciate their volunteerism 

and dedication to the Zoomers organization. 

 

PLEASE BE SURE TO JOIN US NEXT DECEMBER!  
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PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING US AT OUR MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS.  WE ARE AN EASY 
GOING BUNCH AND ALTHOUGH WE HAVE TO TALK ÒBUSINESSÓ DURING THE MEETING, WE TALK 

A WHOLE LOT OF ÒRUNNINGÓ BEFORE AND AFTER. 
 

                                                 MEETING LOCATION:        
                       CHARLOTTE COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
                                                 2702 TAMIAMI TRAIL 
                                         PORT CHARLOTTE , FL 33952 
        

                                                                           WHEN:     
                                                            FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH @ 7 PM 

 (A FEW OF US MEET UP FOR DINNER AT 5:30 PM AT WHISKEY CREEK RESTAURANT BEFORE THE MEETING.  PLEASE JOIN US!) 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

DECEMBER Ô11/JANUARY Ô12 

Detailed meeting minutes can 
ALWAYS be found at  

www.zoomersrun.com  under 
the ÒZoomers InformationÓ tab.  

ATTENTION RACE 
DIRECTORS! TIMING FEE 
INCREASE BEGINS ON 

JANUARY 1, 2012. 
 

 Beginning on January 1, 
2012, Zoomers t iming 

rates for races less than 
10k in length will increase 

to $300 plus an 
additional $1 per runner 

for races over 250 
runners.  The timing of 
10k races will be $350 

plus an additional $2 per 
runner for races over 250 

runners. 

OUR ONLINE APPAREL 
STORE WILL BE OPENING 

SOON! 
 

Are you ready to proudly 
wear some Zoomers purple?  
Our online apparel store will 

be up and running in the 
very near future.  You will be 
able to purchase Zoomers 
singlets, tee shir ts, jackets 

and more.  You will also be 
able to join or renew your 

Zoomers membership while 
shopping.  Check out 
zoomersrun.com for 

updates.  

CHIP TIMING SYSTEM UPDATE 
 

At JanuaryÕs meeting, Bob Geyer 
reported that the loan paperwork for the 

purchase of a chip timing system has 
been filled out and submitted to RRCA 
(Road Runners Club of America).  Until 

the chip system is in our possession and is 
satisfactorily up and running, all races will 

continued to  be timed utilizing the 
current clock/bib -tab system.  This will 

affect the first few races of 2012.  Once 
the chip system is ready, it will be made 
available to race organizers.  The extra 

expense for bibs with the chip 
embedded in them will be explained to 

all race organizers.  

2011 RACE SERIES RESULTS 
 

The results are in, but weÕre keeping them super 
secret until our annual awards banquet, which 

will most likely be held in either late March/April.  
In the meantime, itÕs time to think about 2012!  
We have THREE race series races in February!  

 

THE TORCH HAS BEEN PASSED  
After years of service to Zoomers, Bob & Carol 

Geyer are stepping down from current positions 
as Race Director and Treasurer, respectively.  
Beginning January 2012, Kimmi & Lou van der 

Veen will be the new Race Directors and Sherry 
LaBree will be taking over as Treasurer.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FEBRUARY & MARCH RACES! 
 

Are you interested in working your way towards a free membership 
(or just having an awesome time with some truly awesome people)?  

If so, now is the time to start volunteering at our races!  We are in 
need of  volunteers (OJT will be provided) for our February and 

March races.  If you are interested (and we hope that you are), 
please contact Ed Morgan at emjm67@yahoo.com.  



 

 

A WORD OF THANKS  

ÒPlease thank all the Zoomers team that helped with the 5k run/walk on Saturday 

(Pumpkin 5k).  The Charlotte Local Education Foundation and the YMCA really 

appreciate the professional job that you did to make our ra ce successful.Ó  

Sincerely,  

Mary Fred Clemmons  

Executive Director  

Charlotte Local Education  Foundation, Inc.  

 

In order to continue to provide you with a quality bi -monthly newsletter, The Finish 
Line is in desperate need of the following:  

                            Short articles              Race Reports  
                                Recipes              Product Reviews  
                           On the Road             Photographs  

There is no need to be a professional writer/photographer.  You donÕt even 
have to be a great writer/speller (thatÕs what your Editor is here for).  You just 

have to be a Òwilling to shareÓ Zoomer!  !  

 
AT THE RACES  

 
OCTOBER 
Rae Ann Darling Reed (BillÕs Beer Run), 34:22, 4th female, 2nd age group 
Rae Ann Darling Reed (Jacksonville Marine Corps Half Marathon), 1:37:27 
Rae Ann Darling Reed (Phillippi Shores 7K), 29:43 (PR), 4th female, 2nd age group 
Rae Ann Darling Reed  (Creaky Bones 5K), 20:52, 4th female, 1st age group 
 
NOVEMBER 
Rae Ann Darling Reed (XTERRA Wildhorse Trail Run 4 Mile), 31:46 (new course record), Overall winner (out of 
male & female) 
Sherry LaBree (Philadelphia Marathon- her first of many to come), 3:53:09 
 
JANUARY  
Congratulations to all of those Zoomers who participated in the Walt Disney World Marathon Weekend and in the 
Naples Daily News Half Marathon.  Zoomers members took advantage of the great weather and many personal 
bests were set.  Way to represent!  

 
A special Zoomers congratulation to Rich Golden who won his age group at the Walt Disney World Half Marathon 

on January 7th.  Rich ran a 1:20:43 placing first out of 952 in his age group (M50-54).  RichÕs result was age-
graded at 84.4%, which makes this Zoomer a national class athlete!  Wow! 

 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE A RECENT RACE RESULT(S) INCLUDED IN THIS SECTION?  IF SO, 
PLEASE EMAIL SHERRY AT SSLABREE3@COMCAST.NET WITH YOUR NAME, RACE, DATE OF RACE 

AND RESULT.  NON -ZOOMERS TIMED EVENTS ONLY, PLEASE.  FOR ZOOMERS -TIMED EVENT 
RESULTS, PLEASE VISIT WW W.ZOOMERSRUN.COM. !  
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ZOOMERS MEMBERS RECEIVE 10% OFF PARTS & ACCESSORIES AT BICYCLE CENTER & ACME 
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P.O. BOX 380276 

MURDOCK, FL 33938  
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